FHDOEHDIBZ LIX Founding Master Ippen’s Though of the Fourth Month (April)
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One’s faith, whose word in the Kanji is pronounced as entrustment.
Buddhist Master Ippen, “Chronicle of his Teachings”
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~ Innermost Thought of Master Ippen ~
“To believe in” means “to lend oneself to (someone)”. The person on whom one relies can
be replaced with the heart and mind of that person, whose substances are equated with the
Buddhist law, the Amida Buddha, as well as Buddha’s benevolence to save human. That is,
It's all Heaven'’s rights (or to believe in one’s fate governed by Heaven).
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In religion, the words “to believe in”, as in such phrases as “Those having a faith can be
saved”, “The heads of sardines can serve as the object of worship (literal), or Faith will move
mountains (figurative)”, are often referred to among the adherents.

In the Jodo Sha, including the Ji-Sha, the faithful chant the Nenbutsu mantra, whose prefix
of “namu” means “to embrace the Buddha” “to have a faith in him®. Here, the terms “namu =
to believe in” expresses the high regard to the absolute power of Amida Buddha, without the
slightest doubt. Therefore, the other person whom he believes in must be the existence fully
trustworthy for lending himself to, and be the non-erring one. It seems to differ a little bit from
the nuance in normal use of “| believe in my friend.” or “I believe in his innocence.”
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Well, because the Master Ippen preached, “irrespective of a belief or non-belief, those who
chant the Nenbutsu prayers are allowed to enter the pure-land paradise”, he is often accused
of his total negation of Buddhist “devotion”, but, that is wrong. His denial is individuals’ belief
by their’ own strength, that is, the self-conceited ideas that, with their holding faithfulness in
such full depth of the Amida Buddha, they could be naturally saved. Rather, his teachings are
that, as people find it difficult to spring forth the hearts to be devotees or to carry out Buddhist
ascetic practice, they have no choice but to depend on the pledges of the Amida Buddha (to
save human), lending themselves to the absolute power. Therefore, the Master Ippen expres-
sed “to believe in” as synonymous for “to entrust (the Amida Buddha) with ones’ life”.
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By the way, in the modern society with scientific technologies, there seems to be a tend-
ency prevalent not to believe in things invisible or the principles unknown, while, in the same
way, there are floods in varieties of information, making it difficult for people to find what they
should place their trust in. Also, in recent years, it is said that people’s religious sentiment or
faith are getting thinner. Faith in religion is not a blind belief in non-scientific things, but ones’
unassuming attitudes, with which they should realize themselves liable to be erring and find
it wise to entrust their hearts to the existence of the absolute power, | wonder. The Master
Ippen preached, the existence should be the Amida Buddha, as well as the Buddhist law
(teachings of the Buddha). As the saying goes, “An evil may sometimes turn out to be a
blessing disguise” or “Inscrutable are the ways of Heaven”, though, we have daily stuck to the
judgement of values, being tossed around by joy and sorrow, fortune or misfortune, pleasure
and pain. Now, with our hands put together in prayers, being in touch with the absolute power
(great equality), we are to find ourselves not being obsessed with things, bringing forth the
serenity in our hearts and minds. In Prayers
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The temple news is transmittal via its website: http://www.jishu.or.ip

Latest articles are ready for further enlightenment of readers. Be sure to click on

the Internet, “like, or ii-ne!”.
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