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Except an initial chant prayer to the Amida Buddha, there is nothing like
the last tenth citation. But, by equalizing the accumulated chants with (and)
the first and single commitment, the devotees could realize finalizing their
chants of the Nenbutsu mantra.

Master Ippen’s poetry in pleaded prayers: “Betsugan Wasan”
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~ Inner-most Thought of Master Ippen ~
The Nenbutsu Paradise can be realized by one’s chanting the Amida Buddha mantra
wholeheartedly. If one feels himself relinquishing his (secular) desires, it is an indication
of his achieving the goal, therefore, he should devote himself to praying the Nembutsu
mantra every time he does with much weight.
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It's a private matter, though, the other day | held the 17th memorial anniversary of my elder
brother. With my feeling of time spinning, | was compelled to re-consider him as being the sig-
nificant existence whose memory cannot be forgotten even after an elapse of many past years.

This month, let me talk about the memarial service”. It means “the acts of performing bene-
volent events (the Buddhist service), thereby eulogizing the souls of the dead to repose them”.
In general, it means holding an annual Buddhist memorial service in the vernal or autumnal
weeks.

The loss of family members or friends often causes us to suffer an intolerable sadness, or
a feeling of great loss in hopes to sustain, whose agonies can be alleviated with the passage
of time, though, (which) can never be vanished completely.
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Then, in what stance we can face that sorrow, | wonder. In the “Sacred Poetry of Chanting
the Nenbutsu Paradise” intoned by us, the priests, in the Buddhist regular morning service,
frequented is the following phrase:

“Wishing for all living things together to enter into the Nenbutsu comforting country”, whose
passage represents humans’ earnest desires for the settlement of all the living things in the
Nenbutsu paradise created by the Amida Buddha.

It is hard for us, all the time in our daily life, to retain continuously the memories of the dead,
no matter how significant they had been to us. Therefore, on the occasion of chanting the prayer
of the sutra that leads the sentient beings (mankind) to the paradise, | particularly think of the
ancestors, paying tributes to them. However, I'd assume that, for general followers, it may not
be easy to follow the priests’ discipline of reciting the Sutra Poetry for Paradise Entry”.
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In contrast to it, chanting the Amida Buddha in the Nenbutsu mantra can be readily effect-
ed by the believers. As advised in this month language by the founder, it is recommendable
for one to do chanting the Nenbutsu prayer in a solely dedicated manner.

Death visits everyone, but, when, where, how it befalls you is unknown. In assuming the
case of the next of kin’s death, let us consider in advance how to face the grievance.

By overcoming the sorrow from losing the significant one, the act of reciting the Nenbutsu
mantra in wishing for the bliss of Amida Buddha over the departed is the prerogative solely
of humans. | wish you all for taking good care of the moment with your hands put together in
the prayer in thinking of your ancestors. In Prayer

Written by Temple Inner-affairs Attendant: Priest Jijin Tokiwa
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The temple news is transmittal via its website: http://www.jishu.or.ip

Latest articles are ready for further enlightenment of readers. Be sure to click on

the Internet, “like, or ii-ne!”.
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