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Living in the dwelling with a monopoly of disdaining others, one must not
breed the self-conceited mind(¥).

- Quote from the Buddhist “Ji-Shu Precep

ts”
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~ Master Ippen’s Innermost Thoughts ~
All the times, be sure not to have a haughty air* looking down others.

* self-conceit = arrogance or haughtiness
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Rice plants that ripen most hang the golden heads lowest.
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The temple’s hara-shobu (iris ensata) garden, kept open till the last month,

received a good
many drops-in by the temple visitors. I, too, along with the temple high pries
t, Shinen, spent
the precious time while looking at the irises. On that occasion, I heard from
Shinen High Priest
the following precept:

“Of late years, people are getting away from the temple, and diverging from

the Buddhism.

In this age of fewer believers, if the temple priests gave themselves airs, tr

eating the followers



with arrogant manners, the temple would be further being forsaken. It is essen
tial for the temple

to create the relationship with the followers who would beam at us, the priest
s, with their hands

put together. One without humility cannot gain trust, and prior to the issue o
fidentifying him as

a priest, he has no prospect of taking step forward as a man.”
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The high priest Shinen turned 99 years old the last month, Despite his very
old age, he is
officiating at memorial services as the Yugyo ‘s 74th generation head wayfar
ing preacher ,
while, on looking at our dealings with the temple duties in his everyday life,
and taking care
of us, the temple junior priests.
In particular, he is the existent being familiar with the Fujisawa locals. W
hat makes him a
trusted man as he is, is probably because to his unassuming attitude now even
in the high-
ranking, retaining the same disciplines in his daily life as those in his lowe
r orders days.
I have the occasions of giving the practicing monks strict guidance in the ¢
ourse of every-
day life. I, myself, being in a position to train them, I am occasionally obli
ged to give them
scolding. But, upon receipt of the advice of Shinen High Priest, getting my wo

rds and acts



reflected in my mind, I put myself in the self-disciplinary, finding ways to o
ffer the novices

precise counselling.
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Now, referred to as this month’ s topic, there is the fable and phrase “Ric
e plants, whose
(golden) heads hang lower”, implying that, like the tree boughs dropping with

the matured fruit.

human beings become unassuming with the deepening of their learnings and virtu
es, whereas
insignificant guys act overbearingly, illustrating that a man of character ass
umes modesty.

Humans, by mistaking their capacity, tend to take on superiority to others,
but, as indicated
in the above phrase, such haughty attitudes can be construed to reveal the imm
aturity.

Usually, in the midst of our life loaded in multiple relations with many peo

ple, if one puts on



airs by assuming his superiority, he cannot foster good relationships with the
others. With one
step taken backward, he may be required to take an objective view of his acts,
I wonder.
Otherwise, there is a danger of falling into haughtiness by simply resorting t
o0 his own twisted
assumption of superiority to others.
As advised by Shinen High Priest, no matter how much higher one advances, by
retaining
the modesty in dealing with the matters, he can gain trust and confidence from
people around
him, enabling him to grow further.
In Prayers
Written by Temple Inner-Affairs Attendant: Priest

J1jin Tokiwa
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Facebook

The temple news is transmittal on website: http://www.jishu.or.jp/english-page

Latest articles are ready for further enlightenment of readers. Be sure to cli
ck on

the Internet, “like, or ii-ne!”
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