FHDOESHADEBZ LiE Founding Master Ippen’s Thought of Eleventh Month (Nov.)
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Make oneself engaged in cultivating the merciful mind so as not to forget others’
anxieties or afflictions “The Buddhist Ji-Sect Precepts”

~—B EANDBZ ZA~ Master Ippen’s Innermost Thought
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By exclusively generating one’s benevolent heart, one should understand the
sorrows or the woes of others, and never overlook them.

“DonEH “ OBRNEZHT  With one’s whole heart of “gratification”
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In our daily life, we associate with many people, getting along by supporting each other.
| wonder if you are surely keeping with people around you with the feelings of gratitude to
them.

The phrase “Thank you”, | guess, is the words to be abated in expressing face-to-face
one’s gratitude to the other, because the two’s relationship is so close that one may feel
bashful about telling it, or the speech failing to be conveyed after the one has prolonged
his message of appreciation.
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Now, I'd like to tell the story on the origin of the phrase “arigaté, or thank you”. The
Buddha preached, by quoting the parable “mouki-fuboku” (in the Kanji, meaning, a blind
turtle hitting a floating log in the sea), to his disciple called “Anan” (lit. seemingly difficult
man?”), on the rarity, a micrometer percentage of the probability of a human being given
a birth in this world. The gist is that, for the blind turtle dwelling under sea, as allowed to
pop its head onto the surface of sea only once in a hundred years, when the sea creature
bumps its head into a hole of a drifting log, such occurrence should be extremely few,
yet, (that) is more likely than bringing forth a human in this world. That is, humans should
be fully aware of how delightful and grateful it is of their having existence in this world.
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The hiragana phrase “& v #37=\\" is written in the Kanji, Sino-Japanese characters as
"fV#EEV, meaning an extreme rarity (of a certain thing), originally stemming from “hardly
existent.” For showing one’s gratitude for such an exceptional occurrence, the phrase
“arigatai is said to have been applied in the original sense, whose terms later somewhat
crumbled to be spelt as “arigatd, or thank you.”

In the Buddhism, there is the act of “fuse, or doles”, meaning, without segregating one
from the others, dispensing universally. The subject “fuse” that can be offered by anyone,
regardless of the resources or authority, includes seven (7) offerings in intangible assets,
enhancing the feasibility to turn the feelings of ones’ appreciations into the actions.

~ER DB~ Intangible Assets in Seven (7) Virtues or Doles
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1) Jigenn-se’...Watching the other party with an affectionate eye.

2) ‘Wagen-se’ ...Keeping contact with the other tenderly with a smile

3) ’Aigo-se’...Talking to the other with one’s warm- and whole-hearted speech

4) ‘Shashin-se’... Treating the other with kindness, taking good care of him.

5) ‘Shinryo-se’... Sharing the other’s joy and sorrow with one’s own.

6) ‘Shouza-se’... Giving one’s seat to the other, embracing the mutual concessions
7) ‘Bousha-se’ ...Helping the other to harbor presence of mind
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The above-seven (7) ways are the supreme offerings enabling the world around you to
be more bright and affluent. You must not seek for anything in return. The significance here
is the heart of gratitude. As the story of ‘the blind turtle encounters a floating wood’ puts it,
the existence of oneself in this world itself is a miracle, as well as that of those around you.
Come to think of it, we may get ourselves prepared for voicing, with the feelings of gratitude,
‘Thank you’ to those, important persons around, and also for conveying these feelings into
the actions. Everyone, why not carry out the seven virtues of intangible assets on hand?

In Prayers
Written by the temple inner-affairs attendant: Priest Jijin Tokiwa



RERRAIL  #fTF  BBRMES1-8-1 (T251-0001)

The Head Temple of the Buddhism Ji-Sect : The Yugyo-ji

Nishitomi 1-8-1, Fujisawa City, Kanagawa Prefecture (Postal, 251-0001)
TEL.: 0466(22)2063 FAX.: 0466(23)8243
A—A~R—:  http://lwww.jishu.or.jp



http://www.jishu.or.jp/

