SADBZ LIX Buddhist Language of the Twelfth Month (December)
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Gennishikotoku Hokyuyoisei Gatoyoshusei Kaikyuseifutd, whose passage, cited
in the “Hokekyo (Lotus Sutra)” written in the classical Chinese characters, can be put
into Japanese, as follows:
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Wishing for the furthest spread of benevolence (charity) fostered in the way of Bud-
dhism, we pray for the fulfilment of the way of eternity, together with all the living in
this world. quoted from “the Saddharmapundarika-sutra”
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World Re-made by Cleaning !?

Winding down to year end, the Head Temple will soon carry out the annual susuharai, dust-
ing off the year’s dirt. Speaking of wiping the smudge off, the works are an indispensable part
of our living, though, which are construed as bothersome tasks that we are remiss attending to.

The trainee monks, residing in the Yugyo-ji, live their life by spending a major portion of time
in every day for all sorts of tidying tasks in their duties to the temple services. I, too, used to be
preached by the senior priests on the following points: “Firstly, being a priest is enlisted as the
laborer (for cleaning in service to the temple). Secondly, Buddhist services (daily Nembutsu
intoning practices). Thirdly, learning the Buddhist texts.” Above all, the cleaning duties as listed
first signifies that the novice monks should not neglect the foremost importance of the Buddhist
disciplinary practices.
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Concerning the cleaning acts, the Buddha preached the five following contributions:
Self-soul purification, (one’s own heart can be made pure.)
Other-souls purification, (other people’s minds can be also cleansed.)
Multiple heavens in joy, (all the existence, the surrounding environment get enliven.)
Noble acts are raised, (man’s minds and things are being placed in order.)
In one’s last moment, one is headed for paradise, (assured of the rebirth in Heaven.).
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Then, what does this teaching mean to us? For instance, in comparing a clattered room
with a neat, tidy room, it’s natural one should prefer to dwell in the latter. Furthermore,
when one is invited to his friend’s house, finding it cleanly swept, one must feel comfortable
and braced up there. One’s minds, fraught with the insatiable worldly desires, angry and
grumble, may get tainted to commit oneself on the evil acts, while in the cleanly environment,
one could keep the purified mind in essence.
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Namely, the Buddha preached the merits of sweeping, which could help people cleanse
the worldly obsessions stuck up to them, as well as purifying the minds of other people and
social environment. By getting the cleaning works settled down as an essential part of volun-
teering works in our livings, we should like to make our daily life brighter, and more cheerful.

We wish for your welcoming the New Year, upon dusting off the past year’s dirt in the year-
end O-sgji (annual big household cleaning).

In Prayers
Written by the temple inner-affairs attendant: Priest Jijin Tokiwa



