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Originally the Buddha’s nature being the single existent with no particular distinctions
among labyrinthine words, therefore, if one triggers deep delusions in his mind with
no reasons, finding himself to be at a loss (what to do), he would be running into too
complex the maize of annoyance.

Quoted from Master Ippen’s “Hyakuri-kugo”, lit. hundred useful verbal words
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In essence, we, humans, are endowed with the Buddha-nature, which can never be
separated into the two phases of confusion and awakening, therefore, with no good
cause, we must not be obsessed with too much worldly anxieties, plunging into an
abyss of bewilderment, which is ridiculous.
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February 15th is supposed to be the date marking Buddha’s Nirvana (his death).That day,
at the Yugyo-ji, too, by hanging the scroll depicting Buddha’s dying images, will duly observe
the Nirvana ceremony. On the occasion of his leaving this world, the Buddha preached to
his mournful disciples around his death bed, telling them that “Everyone should assume their
own guiding lamps to lead their way. By hoisting the Buddha’s lawful light, they should rely
on it, never be yielding to others’ authorities.” His discourse is called “ji-tomyd” (lit, self-votive
light), “ho-tomyad” (lit. law abiding pledged light) That is, when one falls into an abyss of con-
fusion, he should depend on the law (truth, Buddha’s teachings) to make his own judgment.
And once decided, he should be responsible for whatever the outcomes might be, without
throwing into others’ opinions, theories, rules, principles, or assertions.
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In some highlights in life such as school entrance, marriage and choice of career, they are



compelled to make grave decisions on their own. In that, I'd assume, there may be cases
that are hard for them to act alone, consulting with their family members or trusted friends.
This is probably because they would expect better results gained by letting things exposed
to the third parties’ eyes by way of consultation. However, when they could not be satisfied
with the decisions made upon consultation, they might attribute the bad results to the other’s
failure. As a major premise, any advices from the consulting parties should be treated as
the secondary matter, which they must not forget. The final decision should be made by
their own judgement, being obligated to assume the whole responsibilities by themselves.
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In that passage, the Master preached on the merits of the man’s nature being synonyms
as the Buddha’s, that is fitted with mercy, regardless of the good or the bad. Therefore, with
the possession of the Buddha'’s heart, one should think of things and act accordingly.

That said, we, humans, are the creatures that tend to be swaying in feelings pressurized
by the external forces, becoming confused. Just because of if, in case of getting vacillated,
we should remember the teachings of “self-votive light” and “Buddha’s law abiding pledged
light”, being ready for taking the consequences. In Prayers
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