SADOFHEDIB T LIX  Founding Master’s Language of 7th Month (July)
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(Literally)

Even once calling Amida Buddha'’s 48 pledged prayers (to save Nature) is the ultimate

of one’s all good deeds. The Amida Buddha, spelt in the three Kaniji letters, is the origin

of various virtues. Without dragging one’s feet on the land full of indecisions, Nenbutsu

chanters climb to the lotus flower pedals (or Paradise). Without fixing ones’ mind (like

in Zen meditation), those to chant the mantra obtain Buddha’s supreme teachings.
Quote from “Master Ippen’s Calling Mantra Verses”
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Nenbutsu chanting isn’t just a means for embracing Amida Buddha, but (calling itself) is /
serves Amida’s proxy to salvage all things. Therefore, by reciting the mantra one can enter
into the blessed stage (awakened).

BL(Lrsrrs) ODEBHHMS  Strength of Nenbutsu Mantra

JeR . WHTFOMRE CIHE LIZEE, HOMEIAND ZAREMZB=ZITE Lz,

[HTIRE O fe AT FE b B HERAREEfE & PR 2 D DI T, BARLZHC E, E¥9LTYH
RS LHZLZEMBLTLEY, RAEIWRIRE LI TLENWET, LV REY
%ﬁz#éﬁ% X EATRERDPIAD HITWD DT D | FENIS, SALORR TR D

DICHZD D, LWNWIA A=V EFESTNDHANRZNONE LILEEA,

The other day, on the occasion of performing prayers at the Yugyo-ji's Jizé (or guardian
deity) hall, we received a question from the donor asking why the name of “Amida Buddha”
is often repeated in the midst of prayers. He said that, in listening to the mantra, he was some-
how impelled to think of eulogy, giving him somewhat strange feelings. What implications are
involved with the acts of calling the mantra or reciting the sutra? To be certain, pretty many
people may hold the notion of reciting the Nenbutsu or Sutra is for the sake of reposing the
lost souls.
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The Nenbutsu ,“Hailing Amida Buddha”, called by the Ji-Sha, whose “namu”, the prefix to
Amida Buddha, is Kaniji transliteration from “namas?” in Sanskrit, meaning entrusting oneself
to Amida Buddha'’s strength. Combining together the “namu” and “Amida Buddha” forms the
Nenbutsu, “Namu (to depend on) Amida Buddha” The founding master Ippen preaches, by
calling “Namu Amida Budda’, the six-letter mantra (in the Kaniji) itself helps, on behalf of
Amida Buddha, to save and to protect the callers. In prayers, by repeatedly reciting the Nen-



butsu as the absolute entity to rely on, it helps support the fulfiiments of one’s wishes.
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Also, the Buddhist scriptures are the teachings left behind in writing suggesting ways to
ease sufferings and agonies, leading to better states of fortune. Prayers at the Yugyo-ji are
offered in front of the Higiri Jiz0 (lit., due-date earth bearer) Bodhisattva, on whose statue
engraved are the letters showing “lesser diseases and lesser afflictions” (wishing for the
abeyance from illness and sufferings). To observe Mass for the Jizo Bodhisattva is in return
to receive its guardian protection, enabling us to get rid of anxieties springing forth in minds.
That is, reliance on the Nenbutsu or Sutra gives us the feelings of relief, creating a spiritual
buttress. In grappling with any matters, the holy protection is inspired to help relieve external
pressures or internal strains, inducing the strength of the last one push. It is hard for every-
one to emulate the priests devoting selves to reciting the Sutra, though, by listening to their
chants and sharing the time with them, well-wishers are expected to receive the guardian
dole or protection.
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Aside from a matter of putting the hands together in front of your household Buddhist altars,
the Yugyo-ji is performing Buddhist services every morning and memorial services in annual
events, in addition to individuals’ prayers as requested. Therefore, we’d encourage everyone
to pay visits to the temple by all means to spend the time together to comfort the ancestral
souls. Just sharing the same space as the priests recite the sutra, you will feel wonderfully
serene, getting your minds in composure, entailing a little bit of Bodhisattva’s benevolence
allocated to you. In Prayers

Written by Temple inner-affairs attendant: Priest Jijin Tokiwa
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The temple news is transmittal via its website: http://www.jishu.or.jp
Latest articles are readied for further enlightenment of devoted readers. Please click on
the Internet, “likes, or ii-ne’”.
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