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Chanting the Nembutsu prayer (Hail to Amida Buddha) as if reciting the
sutra casually, one brings forth merits to cleanse one’s sins.
Master Ippen’s Waka Poetry “Pledged Prayers

~—BEADBZZA ~ Master Ippen’s Innermost Thought
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By calling at random the name of Amida Buddha, one’s each single voice in voices
leads one to the way of relief, vanishing the mundane worries of life and death and the
sins. Every time one chants the mantra, one accrues the strength of Amida Buddha
infiltrating into oneself.
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About the time last month’s autumnal Buddhist memorial service finished, this year’s extreme
summer heats got subsided, and the brisk autumn breeze started to be felt on us. Every year, by
riding on the cool autumn wind, the scents of the fragrant olives, in front of the temple’s office,
began to be wafting, making us aware of and comfortable with the arrival of season for the plant.

Now, | wonder if you know the Kanji “kunjd”, (lit. meaning fragrant learning). The rooms, in
which ones spend hours in daily life, get unconsciously permeated with the smells of individuals
residing there. In the same way, a saying goes, “What is learned in the cradle is carried to the
grave.” The table manners and language dictions as we were taught in childhood continue to be
carried into adulthood, without being thrown away. And, also, what one devotes oneself to, with
one’s own determination, turns to be one’s own strength. Likewise, on witnessing the deeds of
others, there is a possibility of the others’ merits naturally infiltrating into the onlooker’s strength.
The phenomenon that one’s own or others’ actions affect the one’s heart or mind, and physical
body, to remain (with oneself, the observer), is referred to as the “kunja”.
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The lotus flowers blooming in multiple colors in Buddha’s paradise, called as “delicately puri-
fied fragrance”, are said to be wafting in the air ceaselessly the noble and pure scents. It does
not simply mean the good smells drifting, but since the place is for the Dharma preaching, we
imagine the sanctorum is being fully permeated with Buddha’s immaculate teachings, fraught
with the floral fragrance, getting the adherents beholden. Autumn, replete with cool weathers,
and serene long nights, getting us to be concentrated in various things, is nominated as the
season for reading, and for relishing the Arts. The fragrant olives, whose scents are said to be
helpful for producing the strength of relaxation effects, calming our minds, extracting individuals’
potentialities. To make a commitment to something worth trying on end is not quite easy for us,
but by feeling the autumnal breeze or scents around us, why not emulate serenely the fragrant
practicing to the merits of making our efforts bear fruit as a customary habit (in pursuit of some-
thing valuable in life). In Prayers

Written by the temple inner-affairs attendant: Priest Jijin Tokiwa
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Facebook

Temple latest news is available via http://www.jishu.or.jp/english-page
Articles are updated for recommended or enlightened reading.

Please sure to click on the Internet, “like, or ii-ne!”
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