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Ever since ancient times till the very moment right now, every hope or idea
harbored in feeble minds has never been realized, which is pitiful.
Master Ippen’s Waka Poetry “Pledged Prayers*
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Common mortals lament the vagaries of life, things that they can’t get in their way, feeling
sorrow. Without worrying about the results, one should aim at the realm of awakening.

DT L L HIZ Together with Sounds of Year-end Bell
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With only one month left till the end of the year, we feel time spins. On looking back over the
year as it winds down, people may find various things that are construed good, bad or better to
be improved, | wonder. The Yugyd-ji will observe the Buddhist Service on New Year’s Eve -
before mid-night on Dec. 31 till the early morning of New Year’s Day. The last day of the year is
called, jojitsu, literally meaning leaving off the year, representing the expression for wiping away
the old year and welcoming the new year. The bell tolls to drive away a string of blind passions
at that night is called the “Year-end Bell”, which, in general, are being pounded at 108 times,
conforming to the 108 worldly desires in number.
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The number of secular desires is said to have stemmed from the term “siku-hakku”, lit. four
hardships, and eight miseries, implying “sweating blood”. The mathematic calculation: (4x9=36)
+ (8x9=72) equate t0108, which is one reason for that. (Other stories also avail.) In Buddhism,
“the four unavoidable agonies in human life are called “four distresses”, to which added are one
more set of “four miseries ”, making the categories eight (8) in total. Therefore, the expression
“shiku-hakku” doesn’t necessarily accrue to 12, but is set at 8 in number. The four agonies rep-
resent “humans’ life, aging, iliness, and death”, respectively showing “the hardships of human
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life” “the sorrow of aging”, “the troubles of sickness”, and “the fears of death”, while the eight
adversities indicate “parting from loved ones”, “encounter with those whom one holds hatreds
and resentments against”, “being unable to get what one has sought”, “the inability of regulat-
ing one’s physical body and mind”.
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Many of the secular desires making one’s heart tainted, as the term “shiku-hakku” implies,
sprint forth from what one can’t get in his own way. And, these sins can never be easily wiped
off. That’s why one should look back over one’s acts once in a year, atoning for the misdeeds,
reforming oneself, and averting to do-over the same mistake. At the time of closing the year,
the temple staff heartily wish many people to make visits to the head temple with the rever-
berating bell’s toll on the New Year’s Eve. The sounds of the bell, aside from dissipating the
excessive securer desires, getting relived ones’ hearts, provide with the chance for appreci-
ating the passing year, and enhancing hopes or anticipations for the new year. Please every-
one be encouraged to gather at the temple. Wishing you welcoming the start of splendid new
year with serenity and composure. In Prayers

Written by the temple inner-affairs attendant: Priest Jijin Tokiwa
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Facebook

Temple latest news is available via http://www.jishu.or.jp/english-page
Articles are updated for recommended or enlightened reading.

Please be sure to click on the Internet, “like, or ii-ne!”
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