SADOFEMEDIBZ L1X Founding Master Ippen’s Thought of Third Month (Mar.)
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Solely adhering to the chants for the Pure Land in the western direction,
never get your mind deviated to the nine areas (in full of the blind desires) .
Quote from Master Ippen’s “Ji-Group Precepts”
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With your heart and mind devoted to the Nenbutsu prayers for rebirth in the Pure Land,
you shouldn’t dream of drifting into other worlds.

A HOBEIXTTT 5?2 What is your objective today?
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March is the season for plants emerging in the fields with the passing of cold winter As it gets
warmer, the season may bring a little bit hard time for those suffering from pollen allergies.
For me, personally, as the words go, with the advent of ballgame season, it is time to have a
lot of fun in my hobby watching games in the national high school baseball invitation tourney
(at the Kdshien Stadium), and the start of pro-baseball pennant races. All of sudden, though,
I'd quote the terms, “The target governs daily tasks”, part of a passage in the social educator
Seikd Gotd’s poetry “The First Step”, and the same phrase was frequently used by Yokohama
high school baseball team’s manager Motonori Watanabe in giving advice to his players. Yoko-
hama high school has yielded numerous pro-baseball players, winning five times in total the
championship of the spring and summer Koshien tournaments, as one of the most victorious
high school teams. His strategy is said to have made his players fully aware of how to grapple
with the impending issues, within the 2-1/2 years’ limit, in order for attaining the major target
on winning the championship of the national high school baseball tournament, subservient to
fulfilling the student individuals’ minor goals. Surely, there is a world of difference between life
directed in pursuit of something worthy when waking up in the morning and life just spending
days somehow.
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The ultimate goal for us, Buddhists, is a rebirth in the Pure Land without losing our ways. To
die in peace without getting lost means leaving no repentance to this world. Like high school
ball players, there is a limit to our lives. If one keeps spending days aimlessly, one may head
for the wrong direction, ending up being struck with the blind desires. This month’ s language
by the Master implies that, without looking around the directions (in the nine regions ... the
east, the south, the north, the south-east, the south-west, the north-east, the upward, and the
downward) other than the west where the Buddha resides, one should devote oneself whole-
heartedly to the way, It can be taken to signify the importance that, by embracing a big dream
or setting up an aim at achieving the goal, one should toil through one’s task without looking
aside. Soon, the vernal equinox comes. It is the disciplinary period for enabling ones to transit
from the world (present world) filled with worldly desires to the world (afterlife) in awakening
without being turned adrift in the way. Why not to spare some time to reflect on the way and
the objective of your life. In addition, in the middle day (of the vernal equinox, falling on 20th)
since the sun sinks in the due west, the day is taken as the most appropriate time to imagine
the western pure land presided over by the Buddha. It would be advisable to extend your
thought to the west at the twilight. In Prayers
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Temple latest news is available via http://www.jishu.or.jp/english-page
Articles are updated for recommended or enlightened reading.

Please be sure to click on the Internet, “like, or ii-ne!”
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